5 Paragraph Essay Rubric


	
	below D
	D
	C
	B
	A

	CONTENT

/25

	-no thesis

-less than two argument points

- no proof

-demonstrates little or no understanding of topic

-does not use any research resources
	-incomplete or illogical thesis statement

-argument points are not relevant to the thesis claim

-little proof
-demonstrates a superficial understanding of topic/misconceptions about topic

- inappropriate or illogical references to research sources/less than three academic sources/more than two internet sources
- unreliable sources
	-adequate thesis statement

-argument points are of adequate relevance to the thesis claim 

-inadequately detailed proofs/examples

-demonstrates a basic understanding of topic

- research sources used ineffectively: too much /too little detail to support arguments
- emphasis on summary rather than analysis
	-clear, specific thesis statement 

- argument points that are related to the thesis

-reasonably detailed proofs/examples used to back up argument points
-demonstrates a clear understanding of topic

- variety and/or logic apparent in use of    summary, paraphrase, or quotation in three to five academic research sources 

- analysis supported by summary/paraphrase/quotes
	-clear, specific, and innovative  thesis statement
- insightful argument points that are closely related to the thesis

-specific and detailed proofs/examples used to back up argument points

-demonstrates an insightful and clear understanding of topic

- academic research sources support arguments well with     summary, paraphrase or quotation 

	FORMAT 
/10

	-no use of MLA/APA style
-no evidence of essay format
-little or no paragraphing
	-little presence of MLA style (no in-text citations or no works cited)
- three or four format elements missing 
-disjointed structure within paragraphs; lacking unity and coherence
	-MLA style elements present but used inconsistently

-one or two format elements missing

-paragraphs not connected to initial overview
	- MLA style used: heading format (no title page) & works cited page

-essay format used: double spaced, 12pt font, Times New Roman/Calibri, no extra spaces, indented paragraphs
-paragraph structure  evident
	- MLA style used:  in-text citations, & works cited page
-essay format used professionally

-obvious and logical paragraph structure with effective transitions

	STYLE & GRAMMAR

/5


	-consistent errors in nearly every sentence, many of which prevent clarity

-random use of language elements, including grammar, punctuation, mechanics & usage
	-frequent errors impede but do not destroy meaning

-language usage problematic, including grammar, punctuation, mechanics
	-some errors: meaning slightly impeded

-limited range of language, including grammar, punctuation, mechanics, & usage
	-some errors: meaning not impeded

-confident use of grammar, punctuation, mechanics, & usage
	- few errors

-assured command of grammatical structures, punctuation, mechanics, & usage


